
Marc Peter Keane has written works of fiction, philosophical essays and short stories that offer, in alluring prose, 
thoughts on how to understand our place as humans in the wild world.

Books by Marc Peter Keane • Fiction & Essays

•  Of Arcs and Circles
 Insights from Japan on Gardens, Nature, and Art
 A collection of 25 short essays as divers as the mean-
ing of gardens to the Buddhist concept of emptiness 
(2022, Stone Bridge Press)

•  Moss
 Stories from the Edge of Nature
  Nine short stories that revel in the illusory space 
between culture and nature. (2015, MPK Books)

•  Dear Cloud
 A collection of meditations on the nature of life on 
the planet Earth written in the form of letters written 
home. (2010, MPK Books)

•  The Art of Setting Stones
 A collection of philosophical essays on Japanese 
gardens. (2002, Stone Bridge Press)

•  The Name of the Willow 
 An illustrated philosophical folktale.
 By changing the way we name things, we can change 
the way we see the world. (2023, MPK Books)

•  Proxima’s Gift
 An epic tale about a young woman in future Japan, 
struggling to find the limits of what is possible for her. 
(2025, MPK Books)



Books by Marc Peter Keane • Japanese Gardens

•  Japanese Garden Notes
    A Visual Guide to Elements and Design
  A visual source-book of Japanese gardens seen 
through a designer’s eye.  (2017, Stone Bridge 
Press)

•  Songs in the Garden
 The relationship between poetry and gardens in 
ancient Japan. (2012, MPK Books)

•  The Japanese Tea Garden
  A richly illustrated description of the history, de-
sign, and aesthetics of Japanese tea gardens. (2009, 
Stone Bridge Press)

•  Sakuteiki
 An English-language translation of Japan’s most 
ancient gardening text, with Prof. Jiro Takei (2001, 
Tuttle)

•  Japanese Garden Design
 An introduction to Japanese gardens in their 
cultural and design context. (1996, Tuttle)

•  A Bonsai-Shaped Mind & Postures Of The Heart
 • A two-volume, limited edition artist’s book re-
flecting on the art of bonsai (2024, Nawakum Press)

Marc Peter Keane has written numerous books and articles on the topics of Japanese gardens and nature. The New York 
Times book review has called Japanese Garden Design and The Art of Setting Stone “indispensable.” The New York Botanical 
Garden book review said that “no American interprets Japanese garden history and practice better than Marc Peter Keane.”


